1,2 We previously described the historical landmarks of the journal on the occasion of its 20th anniversary. 2 
BOX 1: VISION OF THE JOURNAL
Annals of Surgical Oncology (ASO) promotes high-quality surgical oncology management by communicating advances in research and education that are relevant and valuable for the provision of contemporary multidisciplinary care for surgical patients with cancer. As the official journal of the Society of Surgical Oncology and, later, the American Society of Breast Surgery, ASO purposes to be the journal of choice for surgical oncologists worldwide regarding multidisciplinary oncology management, research and education.
BOX 2: MISSION OF THE JOURNAL
The mission of the journal is to serve its readers and authors by (1) representing and advancing the profession of surgical oncology throughout the nation and the world, (2) promoting the highest quality multidisciplinary patient care and practice management, (3) providing relevant cancer education and research training materials using print and electronic media, (4) promoting clinical and translational research, with an emphasis on clinical trials, (5) facilitating the career development of surgical trainees and their transition into academic and community-based practice, and (6) promoting public policy and patient advocacy issues relating to the surgical patient with cancer.
During the Silver Anniversary of Annals of Surgical Oncology (ASO) this year, we will celebrate the journal's history and scientific highlights. In this issue, we reproduce the first page of the first issue of ASO, published in January 199 3, 4 that describes the mission of the journal, which still is its editorial compass today (Boxes 1 and 2). We also reproduce our first editorial entitled ''What Is a Surgical Oncologist?'' 4 The principles in this editorial continue to be a contemporary description of our specialty after 25 years, even as Complex General Surgical Oncology is now formally recognized by the American Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) and the American Board of Surgery (ABS).
As part of our 25th Anniversary celebration, we also will reproduce in each issue one of the 13 most cited peerreviewed articles published in ASO since it began in 1994. These 13 articles are listed in Table 1 . The journal has been led continuously for more than 25 years by Dr. Charles Balch as Editor-in-Chief and Dr. Mark Roh as the Executive Editor, and for the past 10 years with Ms. Deborah Whippen as the Managing Editor. We are pleased to announce that the transition of the journal's leadership will begin this year with the appointment of Dr. Kelly McMasters as the new Editor-inChief, beginning in March 2018. Dr. McMasters, a distinguished leader in surgical oncology internationally, has served the Society of Surgical Oncology as a Section Editor and Deputy Editor of ASO and the larger surgical community through the years, and will bring extensive academic and business experience to the journal.
In 2016, ASO received 2658 manuscripts, most frequently from authors in the United States, Japan, China, Korea, and the Netherlands. These manuscripts were peer reviewed by 2419 different reviewers in an average of 26 days to the first decision for acceptance. The acceptance rate for scientific manuscripts after peer review was 19.8%.
Once the accepted manuscript was forwarded to Springer, ASO's publisher, the article was published electronically in an average of 18 days. We owe a debt of gratitude to the 2500 reviewers, Editorial and Advisory Board members, deputy editors, associate editors, and section editors for their support and expert roles in the peer review process.
The utility of any given journal metric is dependent on the missions of the journal. Annals of Surgical Oncology is a journal that serves to disseminate important research findings and practice-changing results in the field of oncology that are of interest to members of the Society of Surgical Oncology and of educational value to the broad community of surgical oncology investigators, practitioners, and trainees worldwide. 5 During the quarter-century life of the journal, the value, scale, and scope of ASO has continued to increase on a global scale. Laparoscopic versus open surgery for rectal cancer: a metaanalysis in terms of both authors and readers throughout the world. 1, 5, 7 Both the readership and author submissions are equally divided between North America, the Asia/Pacific, and the Europe/Middle East, with a smaller participation from the South American and African continents.
Indeed, the metrics of ASO for the year 2016 are impressive. The 2016 impact factor calculation attributed 1382 recent ''source items'' (in 5436 pages) to ASO, which were cited 5584 times in 2016 alone, resulting in a 2 years impact factor of 4041. The 5 years impact factor of 4392 for ASO is the result of almost 14,000 citations in 2016 for articles ASO has published during the past 5 years. Total citations may more accurately reflect the impressions a journal makes. However, ASO's 2016 impact factor was made up of more total citations than other related journals such as Annals of Surgery, JAMA Surgery, British Journal of Surgery, Journal of the American College of Surgeons, Surgery, World Journal of Surgery, and Journal of Surgical Oncology.
8 Taking a longer look, Clarivate Analytics' (formerly Thomson Reuters) Web of Science database reports that during the period 2007-2016, ASO has accumulated the second-most citations even among a grouping of all 800 journals they catalog as publishing ''surgery'' research of all forms (Annals of Surgery takes the first spot). The ''average'' citation index for ASO in recent years is lower than for related journals due to the large number of original research articles published in ASO. Approximately two to five times as many research articles have been published recently in ASO (Fig. 2) . By another metric, the Google scholar H5 index for 2016 (for articles published in 2010-2015), the ASO index ranked fifth among the universe of surgical journals.
In addition to our mission of publishing scientific peerreviewed articles, we equally value our educational mission to our readers. The sole medium 25 years ago was the printed version of ASO. 6 Currently, most of the journal content is delivered through the electronic medium worldwide. Our partnership with Springer provides ASO to readers in more than 10,000 institutions throughout the world. One metric of the journal's educational value is page views and full-text downloads. In 2016, readers of ASO accessed an average of 2309 articles every day, which totaled 845,154 downloads for the calendar year. The total usage (or downloads) is estimated to reach almost one million in 2017.
The extraordinary success of ASO in a relatively brief time span (compared with most top-rated surgical journals) can be attributed to the scientific strength of its publications, the thousands of experts who participated in the peer review process, the leadership of the journal and the Society of Surgical Oncology (which owns the journal), our publishing partner Springer Inc., and our readers. To be reprinted in the 2018 volume
